
Second Paper Prompt
Write a (1500 – 2000 word) paper on one of the following two prompts:

1. John Rawls, Martin Luther King, Jr, and Henry Thoreau each advocate for the 
permissibility of civil disobedience. Select two of the three and carefully present the two
positions on what justifies civil disobedience when it is permissible. (Make sure to 
provide textual support from the readings for your claims.) Then, identify central points 
of agreement and disagreement between the two positions. Finally, present an 
argument in favor of one of the two positions that would not support the other. Your 
thesis for this prompt should state what you think speaks in favor of one of the views 
over the other.  

2. A. Delmas argues that the principle of fairness can generate obligations even in unjust 
social systems. Explain her argument, and either provide a criticism or defense of it.

B. Morreall argues that violence should not be held to make civil disobedience 
impermissible. Explain his argument, and either provide a criticism or defense of it.

C. Korsgaard gives an argument from Kant that revolution is always impermissible. 
Explain this argument, and either provide a criticism or defense of it. 

A good criticism will clearly identify a central feature of the argument, demonstrate 
what about that feature is a problem either for the argument itself, or what the author 
takes the argument to show (or the use the author puts the argument to), and then 
address a response on behalf of the argument. A good defense will consider several 
strong criticisms of the argument and explain how they can be satisfactorily responded 
to. 

The thesis for this prompt should include your assessment of the argument and identify
the central feature(s) that lead to your negative assessment (for criticisms) or which 
you take to have satisfactory replies (for defenses). 

Guidelines:

Papers are due on April 3rd at 12:15pm.

Papers must be submitted in electronic copy, as a single pdf along with all peer editing 
materials, to the following email address: slu.phil.3430@gmail.com

Remember to carefully introduce all technical terms; be wary of using words that are outside 
of your natural speaking vocabulary; imagine your audience as a slightly tired, intelligent, but 
philosophically naive reader.

Papers submitted without bibliographic information, which lack proper citation practices, or 
which are in violation of the anonymity guidelines will have their grade reduced by a portion of
a letter grade. 

Papers that fail to attribute ideas and phrasing to their sources violate of the Academic 
Integrity Code and will incur more serious penalties, including potentially failure for the 
course. 
Please do not consult any materials not assigned for this course in the writing of this paper.   
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