
How to Write a Reading analysis
(in ten easy steps!) 
Professor Lindeman  

1. Carefully read the assigned reading, thinking about what the author commits themself 
to defending in the piece. 

2. Sit down, away from the reading, and think about the following question: “How would I 
explain what this reading is about to my Mom/brother/roommate/barista?” Write down a
few notes and questions you have about how you'd answer this. 

3. Read the assigned reading again, this time, making special note of the following things:
the structure of the paper, the arguments the author makes along the way, what is 
most and least important to the main point of the reading. 

4. Sit down, again, this time with the reading, and make a first pass at writing the 
analysis. Write down what you think the author is arguing for, what portion is most 
central for this task, and what the author does to accomplish the task. Don't let yourself
worry too much about whether it is well-written, just write a few pages. 

5. Look at what you wrote. Try to imagine you hadn't read the paper yet (e.g. imagine that
you are reading your analysis as your Mom/brother/roommate/barista would) and see 
what you could explain better, clarify, remove, etc. 

6. Write it again, from scratch. This time, be careful with your phrasing so it's accurate, 
you are clearly and concisely presenting the material you want to explain, and it's not 
too long or too short (i.e. that it is between 250-400 words).

7. Check to make sure you have cited important points you're attributing to the author. 
Add a bibliography.

8. Read over it again for typos and awkward phrases you can fix.

9. Print it out. Bring it to class. Turn it in! 

10.Profit! (sort of...)

Things not to do:

1. Discuss information not introduced by the author.
2. Include information about what you thought about the reading or raise objections 

not discussed in the reading.
3. Turn in analyses that are too short or long, lack bibliographies or citations, have 

typos, etc.
4. Consult anything other than the reading when writing reading analyses (this is a 

violation of the Academic Integrity Policy and can result in a failure for the course).
5. Turn in analyses late or via email. 
6. Try to write analyses at the very last minute without carefully reading the reading.


