
First Paper Prompt
Write a short (1200-1500 word) paper addressing one of the following prompts: ""
1. Wolff, in In Defense of Anarchism, argues that there can be no legitimate authority because it 
conflicts with the demand of morality to be autonomous. Rawls, in “Legal Obligation and the 
Duty of Fair Play,” argues that given certain features of the legal system and our relationship to 
it, we can have general prima facie duties to obey the law. Briefly explain these two positions 
and then explain whether Rawls has succeeded in demonstrating that there is a sense in which 
the law can have authority over autonomous agents. "
 ""
OR """
2. MBE Smith argues that Rawls fails to establish that there is a prima facie duty to obey the law  
based in the duty of fair play. Explain Smith's objection to Rawls's argument (n.b. this will 
require carefully explaining Rawls's argument) and then adjudicate the disagreement, either by 
determining whether Smith is correct that Rawls has failed to establish the general prima facie 
duty OR by locating a fundamental source of disagreement between Smith and Rawls that must 
be settled by further evidence or argument.  "
 "
 "
Papers must be submitted in hard copy and formatted in accordance with the anonymity 
guidelines outlined in the syllabus. !"
This assignment is worth 20% of your final grade.!""
Due dates:!
Paper Outlines: Tuesday, February 16th !
Final papers: Tuesday, February 28th!
Extensions for final papers must be requested before midnight Monday night, no 
extensions are possible for outlines. ""
Helpful instructions:!
Successful essays are clearly written, well-argued, have an obvious thesis and straightforward structure, 
demonstrate careful thinking and understanding of the material, and have a strong conclusion 
summarizing what has been discussed and how the author has argued for their thesis.  ""
Carefully introduce all technical terms as soon as you begin using them. Be wary of using words that are 
outside your natural speaking vocabulary. Imagine your audience as a slightly tired, intelligent, but 
philosophically naïve reader who would like to learn about this topic.     ""
Take care in writing, formatting, and editing your paper. Papers that are insufficiently copyedited, not 
formatted in accordance with the anonymous formatting standards outlined on the syllabus, or which fail 
to have accurate bibliographic information and competent citation practices will have a portion of a letter 
grade docked from the final grade.  "
You must cite all quotations and attributions with page numbers and full bibliographic information. Papers 
that fail to cite quotations and attributions run the risk of violating the Academic Integrity Code of Saint 
Louis University and may incur more serious grade penalties, including failure for the course.  
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