
First Paper Prompt
Write a short  (1200 – 1500 word) paper on one of the following two prompts:

1. John Rawls argues that the duty to obey the law is an instance of the duty of fair play. 
Carefully explain Rawls's argument for that conclusion and then assess how useful it 
will be for establishing our legal obligations. In order to do this you should consider 
both the strength of the argument and the applicability of the argument to our legal 
situation. 

Suggested theses: 
1. “Rawls's argument is not successful for establishing our legal obligations because 
[features of the argument/legal obligations/our legal system/us] show that [the argument 
doesn't succeed/the argument even if successful doesn't apply to us].”  
or
2. “Rawls's argument is successful for establishing our legal obligations, despite 
[considerations you address in your paper that you think people might take to show the 
argument is unsuccessful.]”

2. Robert Wolff argues that there is no possible legitimate authority because it is 
incompatible with autonomy. But Justin Tosi argues that the duty of fair play can be 
used to establish how a legal system like ours could have legitimate authority. First, 
briefly explain both arguments and then consider how you might adjudicate the dispute
if both arguments seemed successful.  

Suggested theses: 
1. “Though Tosi and Wolff argue for seemingly contradictory conclusions about the 
possibility of legal authority, both might be successful if [explain how this might be 
possible].” 
or 
2. “Though one might attempt to reconcile the contradictory conclusions of Tosi and Wolff, 
they fundamentally disagree about [state the point of disagreement] and determining which 
author is correct about this point is needed to determine whose argument about the 
possibility of legal authority is ultimately successful.”  

Guidelines:

Papers are due on February 27th at 12:15pm.

Papers must be submitted in hard copy and may be submitted either in class or to Professor 
Lindeman's mailbox in the Philosophy Department Office on the first floor of Adorjan Hall.

Remember to carefully introduce all technical terms; be wary of using words that are outside 
of your natural speaking vocabulary; imagine your audience as a slightly tired, intelligent, but 
philosophically naive reader.

Papers submitted without bibliographic information, which lack proper citation practices, or 
which are in violation of the anonymity guidelines will have their grade reduced by a portion of
a letter grade. 

Papers that fail to attribute ideas and phrasing to their sources violate of the Academic 
Integrity Code and will incur more serious penalties, including potentially failure for the 
course. 
Please do not consult any materials not assigned for this course in the writing of this paper.   

Phil Law 3430, Professor Lindeman 


